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Editor’s Introduction

CELEBRATING NEW YEAR

By Dr Terrett

New Year is a time for reflection (f2&8) on the year that has
passed and a time to look forward to the new year to come. In
China we are lucky enough to enjoy two new years and two
holidays (15t January New Year and Chinese New Year)

Spring Festival, the Chinese New Year, is often described (##5A)
as a time when families get together to eat dumplings as part of
a reunion dinner (AE!R), watch the famous Gala Performance
(BXWRERL) on TV and enjoy fireworks (Y#7£). This is often
compared (#EK4R) to Christmas.

However, these descriptions (&) of Spring Festival are limited
(BRAY/A2/9) and not very interesting, so the challenge for the
student writers for this issue (Hf) of Mushroom e-Magazine was to
write coherent (&) pieces that celebrate the Chinese Spring
Festival in much more interesting ways and from different
perspectives (). I hope you enjoy their efforts!

Note on 'fireworks' verbs:
More natural English verbs to use with 'fireworks' include:
watch fireworks (BE1E)
enjoy fireworks (FRERTE)
light fireworks (FUETE)
set off fireworks (FUETE)
see fireworks (BYHETE)

We don't usually say "play with fireworks" in English because it
means the fireworks are like toys, which is very dangerous (f&f&

#9).
About the Cover Illustration:

Lanyi-May's cover illustration (FJE&HE]) shows Janus, the Roman
god of beginnings, changes and time. He has two faces looking in
opposite directions (f8&HJ/5H)—one toward the past, the other
toward the future. This is why he is used to represent ({{Z&) New
Year, and why the first month is named after him (Janus —
January).

The horse is wearing the traditional red and gold decorations ({&
LT S%E) of Spring Festival and has a fiery mane (KIGHREIEEE).
This represents ({X3) that this year is the Chinese year of the LR
Fire Horse. If you search online, you will find that this has many ol Ny :
different special meanings and interpretations (f#&/SiFEN).




Student Articles

NIAN BIOGRAPHY AND PICTURE
By Chali-Ray, Grade 5, from Suzhou
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TRE NIAN ARRIVES TO TOWN. - By VAERIE.
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Join the discussion at:
/ONL[NE DISCUSSION https://mushroom-scholars.org/should-cities-

By Grade 6-7 students, from Suzhou enforce-rules-of-banning-fireworks/

——

Should cities enforce rules of banning
\ fireworks? ‘

February 3, 2026 by Weirdo

My opinion: We should ban fireworks, first of all, fireworks are the main cause of noise pollution,

hearing fireworks explode for long-term, it can cause permanent hearing damage. Second, use of

fireworks causes a disruption to the nearby citizens, you don’'t want to get disrupted by fireworks
' when having a sweet dream, right? To stop this, we need to entirely banish the use of fireworks.

Bestfit: Restrict the use of fireworks in specific time.

The Nerdy Gator Kid says:
- February 4, 2026 at 8:41 am

Well I think that small fireworks are ok to play, as long as they don't disturb others.
I really enjoy them, though.

~ ) wimpycat01 says:
February 3, 2026 at 8:52 pm .

’ Maybe if your policy got approved the death rate wouldn't be as severe as
i increasing 2%.

& Bilbo Baggins of the Shire says: ‘
~ February 3, 2026 at 11:24 am

I personally think it would be okay to have fireworks in some cases, like community
fireworks everyone can go to see and everyone knows about so it doesn't disturb ‘
them.But private fireworks should be used less, I think.

ﬂ Weirdo says:
February 4, 2026 at 8:44 am

Private Fireworks should be banned, but public fireworks can be use on
restricted time.



https://mushroom-scholars.org/should-cities-enforce-rules-of-banning-fireworks/

Puzzle Corner

Crossword Puzzle

Down:

1. Food traditionally eaten at Spring Festival,
especially in the north of China.
A time when we don't have to go to work or
schoal.
The month named after the Roman god with
two faces on his head - one locking
forwards, the other looking back.
This yvear's animal of the Chinese zodiac.

Answers on the last page.

ACross:

4.

A monster that is frightened away by the
colour red and loud fire works.

The variety performance that milliens of
Chinese people watch on TV at Spring
Festival.

Things we do not play with at Spring
Festival.




In the next issue...

THE NEXT ISSUE’S TOPIC IS... USEFUL VOCABULARY
Here are some words that are useful
Shakespea re for discussing Shakespeare:
S+
The next issue of this e-magazine will be published Poet (Hﬁl
at the end of April, just after Shakespeare week. Poem (}TTEIA)
This is a good time to celebrate this important Play (Sd'ZEIJ) N
English poet (13 ._A\) who is recognised (#IA\T]) as PIaywrlghE"cE(EIH’E%)
the greatest playwright (BJ{EZX) in the English Tragedy (':;EIJ)
language. Comedy (S /&)
History ([H 52)
Theatre (¥ &
This issue will mostly be a celebration of Stage (%%(é))%“

Shakespeare, but let’s also celebrate the spring. Actors (38 2)

Here is a quote about the spring from one of Here are some words about the
Shakespeare’s poems © spring:
Blossom (FF4£)
Bloom (2X
“From you have | been absent in the spring, Bud ( ?,é %)ﬂ: )
When proud-pied April, dressed in all his trim, Breeze (X))
Hath put a spirit of youth in everything.” Birth (i &)
From Shak ’s Sonnet 98 Rebirth (%)
(From Shakespeare’s Sonnet 98) New growth (¥4 )
Sunshine (BEYt)
Meadow (E 1h)

April showers (P9 B /\)

Chief Editor: Dr M A Terrett
Student Editors: Lanyi-May & Chali-Ray

Contact us: e-magazine@mushroom-scholars.org

WeChat connection coming soon...
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