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Celebrating New Year

By Dr Terrett

New Year is a time for reflection (反思) on the year that has 

passed and a time to look forward to the new year to come. In 

China we are lucky enough to enjoy two new years and two 

holidays (1st January New Year and Chinese New Year) 😃

Spring Festival, the Chinese New Year, is often described (被描述) 

as a time when families get together to eat dumplings as part of 

a reunion dinner (团圆饭), watch the famous Gala Performance

(联欢晚会) on TV and enjoy fireworks (烟花). This is often 

compared (被比较) to Christmas.

However, these descriptions (描述) of Spring Festival are limited 

(有限的/不够的) and not very interesting, so the challenge for the 

student writers for this issue (期) of Mushroom e-Magazine was to 

write coherent (连贯的) pieces that celebrate the Chinese Spring 

Festival in much more interesting ways and from different 

perspectives (). I hope you enjoy their efforts!

Note on 'fireworks' verbs:

More natural English verbs to use with 'fireworks' include:

watch fireworks (看烟花)

enjoy fireworks (欣赏烟花)

light fireworks (点烟花)

set off fireworks (放烟花)

see fireworks (看烟花)

We don't usually say "play with fireworks" in English because it 

means the fireworks are like toys, which is very dangerous (危险
的).

About the Cover Illustration:

Lanyi-May's cover illustration (封面插图) shows Janus, the Roman 

god of beginnings, changes and time. He has two faces looking in 

opposite directions (相反的方向)—one toward the past, the other 

toward the future. This is why he is used to represent (代表) New 

Year, and why the first month is named after him (Janus →

January).

The horse is wearing the traditional red and gold decorations (传
统红金装饰) of Spring Festival and has a fiery mane (火焰般的鬃毛). 

This represents (代表) that this year is the Chinese year of the 

Fire Horse. If you search online, you will find that this has many 

different special meanings and interpretations (解释/象征意义).

Editor’s Introduction



Student Articles

Nian Biography and Picture

By Chali-Ray, Grade 5, from Suzhou

By Archisa, Grade 6, from Suzhou











Online Discussion

By Grade 6-7 students, from Suzhou

Join the discussion at:
https://mushroom-scholars.org/should-cities-

enforce-rules-of-banning-fireworks/

https://mushroom-scholars.org/should-cities-enforce-rules-of-banning-fireworks/


Puzzle Corner

Answers on the last page.



In the next issue…

The Next Issue’s Topic is...

Shakespeare

The next issue of this e-magazine will be published 
at the end of April, just after Shakespeare week. 
This is a good time to celebrate this important 
English poet (诗人) who is recognised (被认可) as 
the greatest playwright (剧作家) in the English 
language.

This issue will mostly be a celebration of 

Shakespeare, but let’s also celebrate the spring. 

Here is a quote about the spring from one of 

Shakespeare’s poems 😊

“From you have I been absent in the spring,

When proud-pied April, dressed in all his trim,

Hath put a spirit of youth in everything.”

(From Shakespeare’s Sonnet 98)

Useful Vocabulary

Here are some words that are useful 

for discussing Shakespeare:

Poet (诗人)
Poem (诗歌)
Play (戏剧)
Playwright (剧作家)
Tragedy (悲剧)
Comedy (喜剧)
History (历史)
Theatre (戏剧)
Stage (舞台)
Actors (演员)

Here are some words about the 
spring:

Blossom (开花)
Bloom (盛开)
Bud (花蕾)
Breeze (微风)
Birth (出生)
Rebirth (重生)
New growth (新生长)
Sunshine (阳光)
Meadow (草地)
April showers (四月小雨)
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