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Editor’s Introduction

NEW YEAR, NEW PROJECT
By Dr Terrett

As we welcome a new year, it is the perfect time to begin
new projects. This magazine is one such project—a

celebration (J&&h) of students’ English language learning.

In this first issue, you will find writing, art, and reflections
(&= E) from my own students. However, I hope to expand

(¥ ) future issues to include work from any students who
wish to share their English learning journey with others.

The transition (i¥#) from one year to another is full of
meaning. In the Chinese zodiac (+—4#), we are moving
from the Year of the Dragon to the Year of the Snake.
These two creatures have very different symbolic (&R {E1489)

meanings in different cultures. Dragons are often seen as
powerful (38 X#) and lucky in China, while in Western

stories, they are sometimes greedy (%##J) and dangerous.

My Grade 6 students, who have been reading The Hobbit,
are very familiar with Smaug, the boastful (E%#) and

treasure-loving dragon. Snakes, on the other hand, can
symbolize wisdom (&%) or danger depending on the

culture. Some of the student work in this magazine
explores (##%&) these ideas.

That's enough from me—please enjoy this collection (%)
of student creativity. I hope you find it inspiring(E& ALM9)
and look forward to sharing more in the future!




Student Articles

SYMBOLISM OF THE DRAGON AND THE SNAKE
By Vincent, Grade 6, from Suzhou

Our first article introduces the symbolism of the dragon and the snake in different
cultures.
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Student Articles

DRAGON
By Mary, Grade 6, from Suzhou

It was the end of the year of the dragon and the students were studying The Hobbit.
In this wonderful poem stanzas 1, 3 and 4 are about dragons in Chinese mythology
and the dragon in stanza 2 is Smaug. The holly/holy pun may have been inspired by
Christmas, which was when the students were working on this dragon themed project.
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Hélly drc9on!
You fird desperates ond Spar them rain

Not bearing 1o see hem ever, in yain
Confused dll  winning only the ﬁﬁh place

But do they krow, “is for their’s sake
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Holly drojon!

You guard thy freasure night and day
From all +hy burgerlars, protecting it Safe

Remain in faith, and none can be in way
Vet ends in a unpleasont  fote

Q!

Holly drogon‘.

You’re wiling to agree any price
Only to pay for your own dear fife

Already abandoning your precious pride
And  disappears by your‘seh0 to hide .

O\
Holly dro9on!
NGO Lfind your reflection in thy glass

None  cppeorence. of o drogon eet
Tnsteod thy master ridng on your pgek
Heodmg we stward yes you have

Dragon dragon




Student Articles

How DRAGONS TURN INTO SNAKES
By Gabbie, Grade 6, from Suzhou

This short story creatively explores the transition from dragon to snake.
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Student Articles

CATS
By Chali-Ray, Grade 4, from Suzhou

It is common for people to enjoy a show during the festive season. Here is a
primary school student’s report on experiencing the musical CATS.
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SOLENODON
By Chali-Ray, Grade 4, from Suzhou

As well as enjoying CATS, this student prepared a research report for his
grandfather about an unusual animal that is considered to be a living fossil.
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Student Articles

THE SYMBOLISM OF SNAKES IN DIFFERENT CULTURES
By Terry, Grade 7, from Suzhou

Snakes have held deep symbolic significance across civilizations, representing a spectrum of
meanings from wisdom and renewal to danger and deceit. Their ability to shed skin often ties
them to transformation, while their venom adds an element of duality—both life-giving and
deadly.

China: Wisdom and Transformation

In Chinese culture, the snake is associated with intelligence, cunning, and strategic patience.
As one of the twelve zodiac animals, it represents individuals who are analytical and
composed, striking at the right moment. In Daoism and Buddhism, the snake symbolizes
spiritual transformation, subtly influencing fate in ways that are less direct than the
commanding dragon.

Fertility and Renewal

Many cultures link snakes to fertility and the cycle of life. The Hopi people of North America
performed an annual snake dance to bring rainfall and ensure agricultural abundance. In
Hinduism, the coiled serpent Kundalini represents latent spiritual energy, waiting to awaken
within an individual.

Guardianship and Protection

Ancient Egyptians viewed snakes as both divine protectors and symbols of sovereignty.
The uraeus, a cobra emblem on pharaohs’ crowns, signified their divine right to rule. The
goddess Wadjet, often depicted as a serpent, was a guardian of Egypt and its rulers.

Healing and Medicine

In Greek tradition, snakes were linked to medicine and healing. The Rod of Asclepius,
featuring a serpent entwined around a staff, remains a global medical symbol today. The
Greeks recognized the duality of snake venom—it could be both a poison and a cure,
reinforcing the idea of balance in life.

Christianity: Deception and Redemption

Christian symbolism largely paints the snake as an agent of deception. In Genesis, the serpent
tempts Eve, leading to humanity’s fall from grace. Yet, paradoxically, the bronze
serpent raised by Moses in the desert was a source of healing, reflecting the ambivalent
nature of snake imagery in religious contexts.

Conclusion: A Creature of Contradictions

The snake’s symbolism is anything but fixed—it is revered and feared, seen as a healer and
a destroyer, a guardian and a trickster. Across civilizations, it remains an enigma, embodying
the complexities of nature, wisdom, and power. (written with the help of ai)




Student Articles on mushroom-scholars.org

Enchantia
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i- fantasy novel

Read the first two chapters of a student’s
fantasy story inspired by Percy Jackson:

stories of crime
A Rip in Mythology Chapter 1

Click here to read

and mystery set in
A Rip in Mythology Chapter 2

the Victorian Era

SMAUG
By Lanyi-May, Grade 6, from Suzhou
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Teacher’s Advice

|
.

THIS ISSUE’S GUEST
TEACHER

DR M A TERRETT

I'm not really a guest teacher
because I am the editor of this
magazine, but I should still
introduce myself.

I have worked as an English
teacher and examiner for
many years. Before that, I
was an artist and did some
early web design. So, working
on this magazine and building
the Mushroom website
combines my interests.

Snakes are
called "Small

d"ason
ra ons moa
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READING IS VERY IMPORTANT
By Dr M A Terrett, teacher at OCAC, Suzhou (and Mushroom )

In this section, I want to share some advice for
students learning English. My advice is simple: read
as much as you can. The more you read, the bigger
your vocabulary will become. You will also start to
recognize common sentence patterns, which will help
you with grammar. As you get better at reading,
studying will become easier and less stressful.

Reading also helps you learn new things and make
connections between different topics. Reading can
help inspire you and spark your imagination.

Reading is important because it is closely linked to
success in school.

That's all from me! I hope this magazine encourages
you to read more, and I look forward to reading
more of your work in the next issue.

Snake artwork by Dido, Grade 6, from Suzhou




Comic Club

FoX DETECTIVE
By Ella, Grade 6, from Suzhou
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Word Puzzle Fun

In China, the Lantern Festival marks the end of the Spring Festival holiday period
and, as well as making and lighting lanterns, people traditionally enjoy solving riddles.
So, the puzzles in this first issue are riddles.

RIDDLE 1 RIDDLE 2

What’s as light as air
but even the strongest

What stays in one corner b?ut man cannot hold it for
travels around the globe: more than a few
minutes?

You can find the answers on the last page.
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In the next issue...

THE NEXT ISSUE’S USEFUL VOCABULARY

ToPIC IS... Here are some words that are useful for discussing the
spring and Shakespeare:

SPRING
& Blossom (F#) Poet (3FAN)
Bloom (EXF) Poem (3FF)
SHAKESPEARE Bud (%) Play (%EI)
After Spring Festival Breeze (#X) Playwright (BI{EZ)
comes the spring, so _
let’s celebrate the Birth (&%) Tragedy (F&fl)
coming of spring in our Rebirth (E4) Comedy ()
English language N _
learning work. New growth (#4£K) History (fh52)
The 24t -30t March is Sunshine (BEL) Theatre (X&)
Shakespeare Week in Meadow (Eih) Stage (#5H)
the UK and 23" April is _ -
celebrated as P April showers (U H/\’) Actors (jE 5

Shakespeare Day, so it

seems a good

opportunity for us to

celebrate this important “From you have I been absent in the spring,
poet who is recognised
as the greatest
playwright in the English Hath put a spirit of youth in everything.”

language. (From Shakespeare’s Sonnet 98)

When proud-pied April, dressed in all his trim,

Answers to the Riddles
Riddle 1 = A stamp Riddle 2 = Breath

Send student work for the next issue: e-magazine@mushroom-scholars.org

Share articles, stories, artwork, puzzles, jokes, comics, etc.

Chief Editor: Dr M A Terrett
Student Editors: Lanyi-May & Chali-Ray

Extra Artwork: Xixi

Contact us: e-magazine@mushroom-scholars.org

WeChat connection coming soon...
©2024 MUSHROOM EDUCATION
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