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Art by Dido and Ella, Grade 7, from Suzhou



Students’ Perspectives 

of Halloween

By Dr M A Terrett

Autumn is the time of year when the 

weather starts to get cool, and the 

days become shorter. Farmers finish 

the harvest (收获), and many leaves 

begin to change colour as we move 

toward winter.

At this time, people in many 

countries also start to think about 

Halloween. Halloween is a very 

popular festival (节日) for children in 

English-speaking countries. It is also 

very commercialised (商业化), and 

many shops sell costumes (服装), 

candy and decorations (装饰).

Today, even in China, many schools 

have costume parties or dress-up 

days. But recently many schools try 

to make these activities less 

connected to Halloween. 

In this issue, we will look at the 

voices of students who want to share 

their knowledge and opinions (看法) 

about this interesting festival.

Editor’s Introduction



Stuff about Halloween

By Andrew, Grade 7, from Suzhou

Halloween dates back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain (pronounced

sow-in). The Celts, who lived more than 2000 years ago, celebrated November
1 as their new year. This day marked the end of summer, which stood for life
and happiness, and the beginning of winter, a symbol of death and loneliness.
It was believed that the night before November 1 had a blurred boundary
between life and death, and that because of this, ghosts would appear.

By the 9th century, Christianity had blended in well with the Celtic tradition,
gradually surpassing them in popularity. In 1000, the church declared
November 2 as All Soul’s Day to honor the dead. It was celebrated just like
Samhain, where people would dress up as ghosts and other creatures. It was
also called All-hallows or All-hallowmas. The night before it became known as
All Hallow’s Eve.

Popular cultures of Halloween include carving Jack O’ Lanterns and trick-
or-treating. The story of Jack O’ Lanterns goes like this. There once was a man
named “Stingy Jack.” He invites the Devil for a drink and persuades him to turn
into a coin to pay the bill. The Devil turns into a coin but Jack put it in his
pocket next to a silver cross, trapping the Devil in. The Devil is freed only after
he promises not to bother Jack for a year or claim his soul after death. A year
later, the Devil is persuaded by Jack to climb a tree to collect fruit, but Jack
carves a cross on the tree trunk, sealing the Devil. He is freed after Jack gets a
10-year reprieve. After Jack dies, he is neither accepted by heaven of hell, and
his spirit found a light inside a carved pumpkin, leading to the “Jack O’
Lanterns” we see now.

Trick-of-treating is an American tradition borrowed from the Europeans,
involving going to different houses for money and food on Halloween. It was
originally scary and creepy, but that all changed in the late 1800s, when a
movement that sought to make trick-or-treating a community building and
family, children friendly activity began. It has also lasted until now, giving us
the opportunity to get lots and lots of candy!

Citations:
1. “Halloween 2025.” By History.com Editors. https://www.history.com/articles/
history-of-halloween#What-is-the-History-of-Halloween. Accessed November 1, 2025

2. “Halloween.” By Tamanna Nangia. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Halloween. Accessed November 1, 2025
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Student Articles

By Suzy, Grade 8, from Suzhou

(a disciplinary warning – Ed.)

Art by Shell, Grade 8, from Suzhou



Student Articles

Art by Olivia, Grade 8, from Suzhou

Opinion Piece by Johnny, Grade 8, from Suzhou

We carved melons because they’re much easier to carve (Ed.)



Student Articles

Opinion Piece by Jessie, Grade 8, from Suzhou



Student Articles

Why is Halloween not Accepted in China?

By Ian, Grade 8, from Suzhou

Art by Coco, Grade 8, from Suzhou



“My Favourite Thing about Halloween

is Making my Costume”

By Chali-Ray, Grade 5, from Suzhou

First, I put papier-mâché (soggy paper mixed in glue) around a balloon. Then, 

when it was dry I fixed wires to the mask for eye stalks. I added ping-pong ball 

eyes and painted the mask. Finally, I fixed some material from black stockings 

in the mouth so I could see out but others can’t see my face.

The result is an alien from one of my stories I wrote. 

Student Articles



Penny Dreadfuls
Do you want to read more work by awesome English students? Check out 

some mysterious Penny Dreadfuls written by Grade 7 students.

Comic Club

Halloween Themed Comic Strips

For this issue a couple of students and the editor had a bit of fun creating 

Halloween themed comic strips. So, we hope you enjoy them.

First is an exploration of the students’ knowledge of Halloween by Gina, Grade 

8, from Suzhou…

https://mushroom-scholars.org/penny-dreadfuls-2025/


Comic Club Comic Strip by Sarah, Grade 8, from Suzhou



Comic Club

Comic Strip by Sarah, Grade 8, from Suzhou



Comic Club

Comic Strip by Sarah, Grade 8, from Suzhou



Comic Club

Comic Strip by Sarah, Grade 8, from Suzhou



Comic Club

Halloween Themed Comic Strips

Finally, following the interesting dialogue between ghosts on the previous few 

pages, we end this issue with a classic joke reconstructed in comic strip 

format by our editor, Dr M A Terrett.



In the next issue…

The Next Issue’s 

Topic is...

NEW YEAR: Looking Back and Looking 

Forward

The next issue of this e-magazine will 

be published at the end of 2025.

New Year is a time for reflection about 

what has happened during the last year 

and a time to set goals (设定目标) for 

the coming year.

It is also the time for important winter 

festivals like Christmas and Spring 

Festival when people visit relatives and 

strengthen the family bonds (加强家庭
团结) that warm us against the winter 

chill (冬寒).

Useful Vocabulary

Here are some words that are useful for discussing your 

reflections on New Year:

New Year's Eve (除夕)

New Year's Day (元旦)

celebration (庆祝)

countdown (倒计时)

fireworks (烟花)

cycle (周期)

look back (回顾)

past year (过去的一年)

experience (经历)

achievement (成就)

challenge (挑战)

lesson learned (学到的教训)

obstacle (障碍)

growth (成长)

memory (记忆)

gratitude (感恩)

overcome (克服)

setback (挫折)

look forward (展望未来)

set a goal (设定目标)

ambition (抱负)

plan (计划)

self-improvement (自我提升)

progress (进步)

discipline (自律)

mindset (心态)

motivation (动力)

determination (决心)

learn a new skill (学习新技能)
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